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625 Indiana Avenue. NW, Suite 700, Washington, D.C. 20004-2901 
(202) 694-7000 

Deccmbcr I, 2003 

The ~Honorablc Spencer Abrahm 
Sccrclary of Eucrgy 

IO00 lndcpcndcncc Avenue, SW 
Washington, DC 20585- IO00 

Dear Sccrctary Abraham: 

The Dcfcnsc Nuclear Facilities Safety Board (Board) was dircctcd by Congress to 
conduct a study of the adequacy of the K-Area Materials Storage (KAMS) facility and rclalcd 
support facilities such ~1s Building 235-F at the Savannah River Site, Aikcn, South Carolina, for 
the storngc of‘clclcnsc plutonium and defcnsc plutonium materials. This report was mandated by 
Congress in Section 3 183 of the Dcfcnsc Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2003, Public Law 
107-3 14. Sucliorl 3 1 X3 directed that this study be provided both to Congress and to the Sccrctary 
of Energy. Our report on this matter is enclosed for your consideration. 

Tho Board concludes that plutonium can bc stored safely in the KAMS facility as 
currently conligurcd fur a limited period of time. For extended storage, the Board bclicvcs that 
certain safety cnhnnccmcnts dcscribcd in the enclosed report should bc provided. The Board 
further concludes that the Dcpartmcnt of Energy should cxpcditc decisions on disposal ofcxccss 
plutonium, and SIIOLII~ t-c-cvaluatc its plutonium storage plan to deter-mint iftherc arc bcttcr 
options (such as a new plutonium storage facility) for extcndcd storage of plutonium n~atcrials at 
the Savannah River- Site. 

The Board apprcciatcs the support provided by the Savannah River Site to mcmbcrs of 
our stall‘ as they conducted on-site reviews as part of this study. 

Respectfully submitlcd, 

John T. Conway 
Chairman 

demesa
Enclosure

http://www.hss.doe.gov/deprep/2003/AttachedFile/fb03d01a_enc.pdf



